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“The skill of some of the Italian prisoners of war who

worked in my section at the Cowra P.O.W. Camp in 1943-46
was remarkable, and their extra-ability was in some cases

unbelievable.”

This was said to the|
NEWS by Mr Bob Burge
of Murringo St, Young,
in a second-: story on
some of the POW's he
had wunder him while
section  Sergeant of the
camp’s engineering sec-
tion.

. "« .er Pleraccini was a
C.aughtsman by occupa-
tion and you would go a

long way and meet manv |

men
find
way
Peter.

before you would
anvone (o be anyv-
near as clever as

drafted the
working drawing and
Supervised the construc-
tion of a sundial clock.

“T'hne clock, erected in
concrete, was set in
front of camo command-
ing officer Brown’s quar-
t.\'.aw

“Peter

“Seot Bessoti made an|

electro-magnet hand for

b a jeweller to pick up his

watch parts. He gave it
to me. It was so good
for what it was made for
that I gave it to the late

Mr Frank Miichell, of
Young. It had its own
transformer.

“Peter Pierpaoli, of

San Cataldo (Sicily), was
a sheet metal worker. He
was a wizard of his
trade. He made washing
up tubs, ablution bench-
es,
uses, buckets,
cans — all hand ma-de,

“Plant
anvthing
non-exic* ..

“It was Peter, after
~ing bending equip-
r..nt, who showed me
how to bend and make

to mes .afacture
? this was

-

troughs for wvarious |
watering |

“Peter was  also aj angles for downpiping
sculntor and painter. | and gutters.

“He painted in Is ' ti. of
{rom memory Windsorfllvenice. was by trades a
Castle and gaye  thelliy icklaver anc -carpenter.

painting t0o me. remarkable

was a gpreat favourite of
the POW’s for his dili-
gent care of them. One
day Doector told me he
was desperatelvy short of
some surgical tools.

“I spoke to Peter Pie-
raccini about it. He went
and got Sgt Denasi.

“Sgt, as soon as he
found out from Doctor

'what he wanted, wasted

no IiI_nE: 10 make them
for his theatre use. The

;in_struments were unch-
' tainable at

the time.

“Sgt Denasi had been
forgman technician in
the Fiat factory at To-
ronto, his home town.

“After war broke out

he was commandeered

to go to Germany where
he worked in theﬁ Stuka

dive-bomber faciory.

“Given the tools and

’ e - l thBrE 1 . IMJ?-"' -

most nothing that this
fellow could not make,”
said Bob.

~ PS — The late Dr Noel
Newton, in DPOSt-war

‘years became a Macgua-

rie St Surgeon Specialist,

“Sgt Peter Persottl, anyeve for construction. He |
elecirical engineer with | could make-do and im-
degrees, planned -andgprovise in an extraordin- |
ereclied a perimeter light-  ary way becc se build- |
ing system for the camp | ing materials ¢ . that time |
— inside and outside. wass aia 10 come by, |

“The work was carried | “Nickola Posobon of
out by other POW’s un- ‘ Milan, was a word tur-
der him which I had to|

tficiall - | ner. As clever as they
O "I'FE:aE- y 3‘:"—':?5}29 that | COME. He would draw |

- . the parits iolin or |
these fellows made | £ of .a violin or|

a banjo and then pro-
ceed to make the instru-
ments according to his
design, He used fox-wed-
ges to put the instru-
mente together. Not a
naiuy or tack would be
used.

“Nick made
box “"out of pieces of
wood an concealed a
wood lock in its con-
striiction. He gave the
box to Katie.

Nicola Sagala was a

from scran materials |
were really amazing, '

“The metal for figur-
ines of women came|
from aluminium pistons
and was melited down
and moulded in moulds
made by design expect|
Peter Pieraccini. '
“The moulds wer:
made out of plaste™ ¢f
paris and tha scraps i
metal were melted down
in a plumber’s oot. After
the cooling verind was

a jewel

over the metal ingots | fire furniture maker and

were then shaped and gcabinet maker.

polished. He brought with him
“From second-hand | artifacts made while a

parts and scrap material
and the conversion of
second hand small elec-
tric motors, Nicola Se-
gala, of Rome., made a
circular saw and then a
planer.

MWith  this skeleton

POW in India from In-
dian ebony and bones.
He made a beautiful
irinket case which he
presented to Katie Burge
and also a verv speci-
men of cabinet art in a
glove box with contrast-
plant the POW’s made a | ing inlavs. Both were
great desl of furniture made at Cowra. =
for the officers and staff| “The late Dr Noel New-
quarters as well as cup- | ton was a camp medieral
boards of all types, etc. ! officer at the time. He

Interestcalculated
on daily balances,
paid every three
months. Your
~money s readily
withdrawable.

OVER 100 YEARS OF SAFE INVESTMENT

He was widely known in
the Young and Cowra
districts where he made
many special visits in the
course of his profession,
He died in 1974

| Because of the emin-
ence he achieved in his
profession Dr Newton
could have been widely
known in many other
places of the south west
— Ed SW News.]

THE PHOTO FRAME at
the rear and the album
frame in front were
also made by Nicola
Sagala.

i

= "-t_ s s - = .
¥ SN

'S PRODU

o

o » e Paela

———

ABOVE: The glove box of Australian maple wither other timber inlays was made by Nickola
Posobon. He also made the jewel box (pictured on glove box) which has a secret lock reach-
ed by sliding one:' of the wood pieces seen here. The jewel box is made to appear as a book
made by Peter Pieraccini from melted-down pistons is described in the article.
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